
PS 482: Liberalism & Its Critics 
 

 Topic Reading 

Week 1 What is Liberalism? The Liberal Family of Ideas 
 Video version | Audio version 

Downloadable Reading Packet 

Which Liberty? 
Video version | Audio version 

• “Responsibility and Freedom” 
• “Two Concepts of Liberty” 

Week 2 Political Liberalism, Part I: Consent of the Governed 
 Video version | Audio version 

• Second Treatise 
• A Theory of Justice 

Political Liberalism, Part II: Human Rights  
  Video version | Audio version 

• Declaration of the Rights of Man 
• Vindication of the Rights of Women 

Week 3 Liberal Individualism 
  Video version | Audio version • On Liberty (download here) 

Economic Liberalism 
Video version | Audio version 

• The Road to Serfdom 
• The Free Market and Its Enemies 
• Capitalism and Freedom 

Week 4 Liberal Internationalism 
Video version | Audio version • Triangulating Peace 

Week 5 Competing Values 
Video version | Audio version • "Liberalism and Its Discontents" 

Rousseau’s Illiberal Social Contract 
 Video version | Audio version • The Social Contract 

Week 6 The Conservative Response to Liberalism 
 Video version | Audio version 

•  The Conservative Mind 
• "On Being Conservative" 

The Communitarian Critique of Liberal Individualism 
 Video version | Audio version 

• "Communitarian Critics of Liberalism" 
• The Poverty of Liberalism 

Week 7 The Marxist/Leninist Critique of Political Liberalism 
 Video version | Audio version 

• German Ideology 
• "Class Society and the State" 

The Marxist/Leninist Critique of Economic Liberalism 
 Video version | Audio version 

• "Estranged Labor" 
• Communist Manifesto 
• "The Economic Basis of the Withering Away of the State" 

Week 8 The Fascist Critique of Liberal Individualism 
 Video version | Audio version 

• The Doctrine of Fascism 

The Post-Modern Critique 
  Video version | Audio version • Undoing the Demos 

Week 9 The Feminist Critique of Political Liberalism 
  Video version | Audio version 

• "Contract, the Individual, and Slavery” 
• "Privacy v. Equality: Beyond Roe v. Wade" 

Week 
10 

Democracy, Liberty, and Public Reason 
 Video version | Audio version 

• Political Liberalism 
• "Pluralism versus Liberalism" 
• Inclusion and Democracy 

Wrap-Up Lecture: Liberalism & Its Critics 
  Video version | Audio version  
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